PREFACE. 


Pandit Bhawanisankar visited Calcutta in 
March, 1914, and delivered a series of 8 lectures 
expounding the 4th discourse of the Gita. The 
lectures were on the following subjects: (1) 
The place of Gnanyoga in the Gita (2) The Pedi- 
gree of the Yoga (3) The doctrine of Avatar (4) 
Jnanyoga as the means to Moksha (5) Prav- 
ritti Marga, Action and Inaction (6) Characteris- 
tics of a Sage (7) Action-sacrifice and wisdom- 
sacrifice (8) The Surest way to Moksha. These 
lectures which were open to all were delivered 
in the palatial residence of Kumar Narendranath 
Mittra. Invitations were issued to those who 
were known to be interested in the study of the 
Gita and ancient religions and philosophies. 
The audience numbered about 50 who regularly 
attended the series, following the lecturer keenly 
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day by day as he expounded the priceless truths 
contained in the Gîtà. 


Pandit Bhawanisankar has made the Gita 
his own, and he can expound, as few else can, 
the illumining and soul-satisfying teaching of 
that priceless scripture. It was indeed a relief 
in these days of irresponsible elocution and 
sickening sensationalism to listen to one who 
could strike the true spiritual note and touch 
with his moral ardour and devotional fire the 
eternal in us. The lectures gave a fresh in- 
centive to those who see the beauty of a life 
of devotion and renunciation, and humbly strive 
to realise it, and proved what was always felt 
that we want lecturers like Pandit Bhawani- 
shankar in Calcutta, who could quote chapter 
and verse from our own scriptures in support 
of his statements about the spiritual path. 
Calcutta is a very good field for workers like 
him and we wish that he would visit the place 
regularly every year. The substance of these 
lectures is given in the following pages, 


Sandit Bhawani Shankar. 


